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Worship and Study
Sunday Divine Service: 9 a.m.
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class: 10:30 a.m.
Thursday Internet Study Group: 7 pm (ask Pastor Webber for log-on information)
Newsletter Editor: Pastor David Jay Webber
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From the Pastor’s Desk
In my last column, for the June-July issue of the Valley
Evangel, I wrote about how hot it gets in Arizona in the
summer, and about how this heat can serve as a reminder of
God’s hot wrath against sin and evil. As I write this column,
outside my house a record-breaking rain storm is still
underway. Last night two and a quarter inches of rain fell in one
hour, resulting in flash floods all across the valley. So we are
definitely in the monsoon season now. The weather phenomena
associated with that season can also remind us of important
things in our relationship with God and in our Christian life.
In Psalm 42:7-8, the Sons of Korah lead us in these devotional thoughts about God’s daily cleansing power
in our lives: “Deep calls to deep at the roar of your waterfalls; all your breakers and your waves have gone over me.
By day the Lord commands his steadfast love, and at night his song is with me, a prayer to the God of my life”
(ESV). In Isaiah 55:10-11, God compares the nurturing and life-giving properties of water as it comes upon us from
the sky, with the way in which his Word fills us and renews us for eternal life: “For as the rain and the snow come
down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the
sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but
it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it” (ESV).
Christian Baptism is not a mere symbol. Nowhere in Scripture is baptism described as a symbol – although
the flood of Noah’s day is described as a symbol of the reality of baptism! We read in 1 Peter 3:20-21 that “God
patiently waited in the days of Noah while the ark was being prepared. In it a few – that is, eight people – were
saved through water. Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you (not as the removal of dirt from the body,
but the pledge of a good conscience toward God) through the resurrection of Jesus Christ...” (CSB). And in Acts
2:38-39, this same apostle Peter preached: “Repent and be baptized, each of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your
children, and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call” (CSB). Baptism, as “the washing of
water with the word” (Ephesians 5:26), is a tangible means appointed by God for the delivery and application of the
promises and gifts of the gospel of his Son Jesus Christ. But, while Baptism is not a mere symbol, it does includes
an important symbolical component. God specifically chose water as his instrument for this saving work in our
lives, because the normal uses and benefits of water in this world do serve as apt illustrations of what Baptism does
for us with respect to our hope for the next world. The outward washing with water points to and pictures the inner
washing of the soul by the Holy Spirit that is simultaneously taking place.
You are baptized only once, but whenever God’s Spirit drives you to repentance, calls you to the cross of
Christ for cleansing and restoration, and absolves you of all your sins, your baptism is being reenacted, and its
enduring meaning and purpose is finding fulfillment. In the Large Catechism we are give some very comforting and
very practical instruction concerning Baptism and the Christian life in general:
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“In Baptism we are given the grace, Spirit, and power to suppress the old man so that the new may come
forth and grow strong. Therefore Baptism remains forever. Even though we fall from it and sin,
nevertheless we always have access to it so that we may again subdue the old man. But we need not again
have the water poured over us. Even if we were immersed in water a hundred times, it would nevertheless
be only one Baptism, and the effect and signification of Baptism would continue and remain. Repentance,
therefore, is nothing else than a return and approach to Baptism, to resume and practice what had earlier
been begun but abandoned.”
“How dare we think that God’s Word and ordinance should be wrong and invalid because we use it
wrongly? Therefore, I say, if you did not believe before, then believe afterward and confess, ‘The Baptism
indeed was right, but unfortunately I did not receive it rightly.’”
“Thus we see what a great and excellent thing Baptism is, which snatches us from the jaws of the devil and
makes God our own, overcomes and takes away sin and daily strengthens the new man, always remains
until we pass from this present misery to eternal glory. Therefore let everybody regard his Baptism as the
daily garment which he is to wear all the time. Every day he should be found in faith and amid its fruits,
every day he should be suppressing the old man and growing up in the new. If we wish to be Christians, we
must practice the work that makes us Christians. But if anybody falls away from his Baptism let him return
to it. As Christ, the mercy-seat, does not recede from us or forbid us to return to him even though we sin, so
all his treasures and gifts remain.”
So, when you look out the window and see the rain pouring down, think of God and of the cleansing and nurturing
power of his Word. And think of your baptism, where God has applied this power to you personally, and where his
grace intersects with your life in a very special way.
– Pastor Webber

Sean Scheele’s Ordination
Pastor Webber preached at Sean Scheele’s
ordination in Parkersburg, Iowa, on June 27.
The circuit visitor in that region, Pastor
Robert Harding, officiated, and other pastors
participated in the laying on of hands. Sean
and his family are well and happy, and are
looking forward to many blessings from God
as they begin this exciting new chapter of
their lives.

Mary, Mary, Quite Contrary
Whatever are Lutherans to make of Mary? Looking around at the contrary approaches to Mary that other
church traditions take, it’s easy to be confused. At times it seems that Christians in the Eastern Orthodox and
Roman Catholic churches elevate Mary almost to the status of a goddess. They pray to her, sing hymns to glorify
her and even commend their souls into her keeping at death. On the other hand, many Protestant Christians believe
her to be “just like us” – nothing special. That surely is not right either. After all, who among us has been visited by
an archangel and been declared highly favored of God? Who among us has conceived a child by the power of the
Holy Spirit and given birth to the long-promised Savior, the eternal Son of God? Nothing about this screams “just
like us.”
So is there a third way? Yes. Before we can identify that third way, however, it is important to understand
that the contrary teachings about Mary we see all around us today have their roots not in the Bible, but in some
extra-biblical traditions that arose in the history of the Church. In the early years of the Church, there was no
apparent devotion to the Virgin Mary. There was, however, a growing theological reflection upon Mary’s role in
the salvation narrative. She was frequently depicted in sermons as a “new Eve,” and her faithful obedience to the
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angel’s message was seen as a counterpoint to Eve’s disobedience. In the art of
the catacombs she was often depicted praying, her hands raised in pious
supplication. The idea of her perpetual virginity was also beginning to take firm
root in the minds of the faithful, but there was still plenty of room for diverging
opinions on this question.
Reflection on Mary grew with intensity as the Church began to hammer
out the language of the two natures in Christ. By the third great ecumenical
council, held at Ephesus in 431, Mary was very much a topic of discussion. Was
she just the mother of the human Jesus, or the very Mother of God (Theotokos,
God-bearer)? The Church came down solidly on the latter interpretation. By
this, the Church Fathers were not saying or implying that Mary was eternal or
divine in her own right. Nonetheless, they affirmed that to call Mary the Mother
of God was thoroughly biblical. After all, as Isaiah had foretold in chapter 7,
she is the mother of Immanuel, God-with-us. She conceived and bore in her
womb and fed at her breasts God the Son, eternally begotten of His Father but
born in time of His mother, from whom He received a human nature by the miraculous working of the Holy Spirit.
As time passed, the traditions surrounding the Virgin and her place in Christian devotion and piety
continued to expand, and these practices gradually moved from private piety and speculation into public worship.
Beginning with the churches of the eastern half of the empire but later spreading also into the West, prayers and
hymns began to be offered to Mary in various liturgies. The picture that took firm hold in the hearts of the faithful
during the High Middle Ages was of Christ as a stern and forbidding judge who needed to be appeased and made
kind toward us. His mother was thought to be the one for the job. Mother Mary thus became a refuge for sinners,
who fled to her and begged her to implore her Son on their behalf – to “pray for us sinners now and at the hour of
our death,” as Catholics repeat to this day in the Rosary. Hand in hand with the invocation of the Virgin came the
teaching that she was granted by her Son an early resurrection and enthroned at His side as the Queen of Heaven.
This is the tradition of Mary’s Assumption that came to be celebrated on August 15th. The notion that Mary was
conceived without original sin arose also, though not without some significant opposition.
During the Reformation, Lutherans and Protestants alike sought to critique and rein in the unscriptural
elements of medieval devotion to Mary. Some of the more radical reformers even destroyed all statuary and
pictures of Mary (and of the other saints and even of Christ Himself) and pretty much scrubbed her from their piety
entirely. “She’s just like us,” was their thought. “Nothing special about her.” It’s sadly true that this more radical
approach came to influence later generations of Lutherans. Just ask yourself: Among all the St. Peter and St. Paul
and even St. James Lutheran churches, have you ever noticed a St. Mary Lutheran Church in your neighborhood?
The Lutheran approach, however, as witnessed in the Book of Concord, differed from that of those more
radical reformers from the start. While acknowledging and eliminating the abuses attached to devotion to Mary and
the other saints, early Lutherans still envisioned a place in the Church of the Augsburg Confession for a positive
remembrance of all the saints, including the Virgin Mary. Thus Lutherans continued to celebrate the memory of the
Virgin Mary in the chief feasts associated with her: Annunciation, Visitation, Purification and, of course,
Christmas. The non-biblical feast of the Assumption was largely discontinued in Lutheran use (and where it did
remain, it was redirected, as in our own hymnal where it simply commemorates the traditional day of her death).
All invocation of the Virgin or any other saint was set completely aside; Lutherans prayed, as we still do, to the
Triune God alone. All nonsense about saintly merit was discarded by the Lutheran reformers without question, even
as they continued to honor Mary in a biblical way.
How, then, should Lutherans view Mary today? Through the Bible, of course! In the Gospels, we learn that
this young virgin, betrothed to a carpenter named Joseph, was a descendent of King David. Before the betrothed
couple came together, the angel Gabriel announced to Mary that she would conceive and bear a Son and call His
name Jesus. In great faith, Mary responded to the angel’s words: “Behold, the handmaid of the Lord. Let it be to me
according to your word.” After the angel left her, Mary made her way into the hill country of Judea and arrived at
the house of Zechariah and Elizabeth. As Mary called out a greeting, John the Baptist in Elizabeth’s womb leaped
for joy and Elizabeth cried out in amazement: “Blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of your
womb! And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? ... And blessed is she who
believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord” (Luke 1:42-45). Shortly
thereafter Mary herself prophesied: “For behold, from now on, all generations will call me blessed; for he who is
mighty has done great things for me” (Luke 1:48, 49). It has thus been a pious custom ever since – and one that
Lutherans can certainly embrace – for Christians to speak of Mary as “the Blessed Virgin.”
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Mary speaks of people calling her blessed not because she is great or has done great things, but because
God her Savior has done great things for her. Elizabeth specifically calls Mary blessed because she believed what
God said; this in contrast to Elizabeth’s husband Zechariah, who doubted the angel’s words and was stricken with
nine months of muteness! Many years after the events in Luke 1, a woman would cry out to Jesus: “Blessed is the
womb that bore you and the breasts at which you nursed!” To which He replied: “Blessed rather are those who hear
the word of God and keep it!” (Luke 11:27, 28). In saying this, Jesus was not disrespecting his mother, but He was
making sure we don’t miss out on what made His mother truly blessed: not merely that she was privileged to give
birth to Him, but rather, that her deepest blessedness came when God spoke His promise to her and she believed it –
and not only believed it, but kept and “treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart” (Luke 2:19; 2:51).
All of this means that Mary is the virgin mother foretold in Isaiah 7:14. She is the Mother of Immanuel, the
Mother of God-with-us. This, of course, is not saying that she herself is divine, or eternal, or anything at all like
that. We confess instead that this truly human creature, who freely admitted herself in need of a Savior (Luke 1:47),
was chosen by God’s grace to become the mother of the Eternal Word. She really is the Mother of God. God the
Eternal Word took on flesh in her womb, nursed at her breasts and was swaddled in the warmth of her embrace.
Mary is not, then, “contrary” to our confession. As Lutherans, we remember her and thank God for her life.
We find our own faith strengthened when we ponder the way God’s grace worked in her. We certainly want to
imitate her joyous “yes” to the will of God and her holding tight to the words and promises she heard. Fittingly,
Mary’s last recorded words in the Bible are, “Do whatever He tells you” (John 2:5). In this, Mary sets a fine
example for us to follow – one that invites us all to trust in her Son’s love and join the psalmist in crying out: “Not
to us, O Lord! Not to us but to Your name be glory” (Psalm 115:1).
– William Weedon
(This article originally appeared in the December 2017 issue of The Lutheran Witness.)

Confirmations
Ernest Meeks was confirmed as a communicant
member of the Lutheran Church and of Redeemer
congregation during the service on Sunday, June 20.
His wife Katie was received into communicant
membership at the same time, by profession of faith.
Johanna Wendt and Isabelle Wendt were confirmed
during the service on Sunday, July 18. “So the
churches were strengthened in the faith, and they
increased in numbers daily” (Acts 16:5, ESV).

Hebrew-English Old Testaments in Kenya
The Redeemer Ladies Guild contributed the money
necessary to purchase six copies of a Hebrew-English Old Testament
for the use of the current students at the Lutheran Theological
Seminary in Nyamira, Kenya. The books arrived safe and sound.
Unfortunately, however, the Kenyan government has prohibited
public gatherings – including seminary classes – due to a spike in
COVID-19 cases in Kenya. It is not known when this suspension
will be lifted.
The wife of one of the students recently underwent a leg
amputation, due to diabetes. She has not yet been discharged from
the hospital, because the family cannot afford to pay the hospital bill.
It almost seems as if she is being held hostage by the hospital, but
apparently this is the way hospitals in Kenya guarantee payment of
their bills. An online fund-raising effort has been started, to raise money to help with this expense:
https://www.facebook.com/donate/251062346496405/1941441366005088/
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
August 2021
Sunday
1 Pentecost 10

Monday
2

Tuesday
3

Wednesday
4

Thursday
5

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

Saturday

6

7

13

14

20

21

27

28

Internet Study
Group 7pm

8 Pentecost 11

9

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

Church Council
7pm

15 St. Mary

16

17

18

19

Divine Service 9am;
Ladies Guild meeting
after the service;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

Pastor Webber
in MN for ELS
Doctrine
Committee
meeting

Pastor Webber
in MN for ELS
Doctrine
Committee
meeting

Pastor Webber
in MN for ELS
Doctrine
Committee
meeting

Internet Study
Group 7pm

22 Pentecost 13

23

24

25

26

10

11

12
Internet Study
Group 7pm

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

29 Pentecost 14

Friday

Internet Study
Group 7pm

30

31

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am
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About Redeemer Lutheran Church
Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the
Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to
administer the Holy Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach
out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org
Video recordings of our services are posted each week on the
church website, and on our YouTube and Facebook pages.

