The Valley Evangel
Serving the Members and Friends of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Scottsdale, Arizona
June-July 2021
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Worship and Study
Sunday Divine Service: 9 a.m.
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class: 10:30 a.m.
Thursday Internet Study Group: 7 pm (ask Pastor Webber for log-on information)
Newsletter Editor: Pastor David Jay Webber

_____________________________________________________________________________________

From the Pastor’s Desk
This is a double issue of the Valley Evangel, covering the months of June and July. Things tend to
slow down at Redeemer during the summer. Our seasonal visitors are not in Arizona during those months,
preferring to stay in places where the temperatures are below 100<. And some of our members go to such
cooler places during these months. But the worship of almighty God continues. The preaching of his gospel,
and the administration of his sacraments, continue. The Prophet Isaiah tells us that in the Messianic era “There
will be a booth for shade by day from the heat, and for a refuge and a shelter from the storm and rain” (4:6,
ESV). For us who are staying in Arizona, the Lord’s house here, and the spiritual temple of God’s church
which gathers there around the means of grace, can be for us this “booth” of refuge from the heat. And I am
not just referring to the central air conditioning that makes our sanctuary at Redeemer comfortable.
God, insofar as he is a God of holiness and righteousness, is offended by humanity’s rebellion against
his law and by humanity’s ignoring of his Word. When the people of Israel turned against him and
disrespected him, through their idolatrous worship of the golden calf in the Sinai desert, the Lord declared to
Moses: “I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked people. Now therefore let me alone, that my
wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them” (Exodus 32:9-10, ESV). But Moses, in a
Christlike way, interceded for the people: “Turn from your burning anger and relent from this disaster against
your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom you swore by your own self, and
said to them, ‘I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will
give to your offspring, and they shall inherit it forever’” (vv:12-13). And we are told that in response, “the
Lord relented from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing on his people” (v.14).
The heat of the Arizona desert can remind us of God’s judgment against sin. When we acknowledge
our own sin, we thereby also acknowledge that we deserve this fiery
judgment, too. But when we by faith come under the shade of our
Intercessor Christ – where the bountiful and refreshing mercy of God’s
gospel displaces the wrath of God’s law – we are at peace, and can see
and know God’s true heart of love and forgiveness toward us. Think of
this each Sunday morning during June and July, as you walk from your
car to the church under the blazing heat of the sun, and as you then enter
into the coolness and comfort of the sanctuary that God has provided for
you: a physical sanctuary where you can escape from the Arizona
climate; and a spiritual sanctuary where you can escape from divine
judgment, and be embraced instead by divine grace. All summer long
we can learn and relearn this sobering yet comforting lesson!
– Pastor Webber
1

Scheele Graduation and Ordination
Sean Scheele, a former member at Redeemer, graduated from Bethany Lutheran
Theological Seminary on May 5, receiving the degree of Master of Divinity. He previously
graduated from Phoenix Seminary with a Master of Arts degree. For the past year Sean has
been serving as vicar at Pilgrim Lutheran Church in Waterloo, Iowa, and Faith Lutheran
Church in Parkersburg, Iowa. He has now been called to remain in that two-point parish as
pastor. He will be ordained at Faith in Parkersburg on Sunday, June 27. Pastor Webber will
preach and participate in the laying on of hands on that special occasion. We rejoice with
Sean, his wife Shaylene, and children Taylor, Kaitlyn, Luke, Lydia, and Karis, as they
continue their Iowa adventure in the Lord’s service!

McIver Graduations
Redeemer member Matt McIver graduated on April 30 from the University of
Fairbanks, in Alaska, with a bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering.
During this summer he will work as a wrangler on a dude ranch in Colorado, and
will return to Arizona in September to search for a job in his field. Matt’s sister
Emma, also a member of Redeemer, will graduate from Penrose Academy as an
esthetician on June 1. We congratulate Matt and Emma on their achievements,
and wish them well.

New to the Church Library
Morning Bells at Our Saviour’s by Norman A. Madson
Norman A. Madson, the author of the sermons in this book, served in active parish
ministry from 1916 to 1946. All of the sermons presented in the “Sermons for the Church
Year” section were preached during his 21-year pastorate at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
in rural Princeton, Minnesota. A few of the sermons listed under “Sermons for Special
Occasions” were delivered during his years as Dean of Bethany Lutheran Theological
Seminary in Mankato, Minnesota (1946-1959), and in retirement. (Donated by Don and
Erika Schmeissing.)

Martin Luther on the Frequency of Offering and Receiving the Lord’s Supper
“...you should celebrate one or two Masses in the two parish churches on
Sundays or holy days, depending on whether there are few or many
communicants. ...you might celebrate Mass during the week on
whichever days it would be needful, that is, if any communicants would
be present and would ask for and request the Sacrament. This way we
should compel no one to receive the Sacrament, and yet everyone would
be adequately served in an orderly manner. If the Ministers of the Church
would fall to griping at this point, maintaining that they were being
placed under duress or complaining that they are unfitted to face such
demands, then I would demonstrate to them that no merely human
compulsion is at work here, but on the contrary they are being compelled
by God Himself through His Call. For because they have the Office, they
are already, in virtue of their Call and Office, obliged and compelled to
administer the Sacrament whenever people request it of them, so that
their excuses amount to nothing; just as they are under obligation to
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preach, comfort, absolve, help the poor, and visit the sick as often as people need or ask for these services.”
(Martin Luther, Letter to the Nürnberg City Senate)
“...we have a clear text in the very words of Christ, ‘Do this in remembrance of me.’ These are words that
instruct and command us, urging all those who want to be Christians to partake of the sacrament. Therefore,
whoever wants to be a disciple of Christ – it is those to whom he is speaking here – must faithfully hold to this
sacrament, not from compulsion, forced by humans, but to obey and please the Lord Christ. ... Indeed,
precisely his words, ‘as often as you do it,’ imply that we should do it frequently. And they are added because
he wishes the sacrament to be free, not bound to a special time like the Passover, which the Jews were
obligated to eat only once a year, precisely on the evening of the fourteenth day of the first full moon, without
variation of a single day. He means to say: ‘I am instituting a Passover or Supper for you, which you shall
enjoy not just on this one evening of the year, but frequently, whenever and wherever you will, according to
everyone’s opportunity and need, being bound to no special place or time’...” (Martin Luther, Large
Catechism V:45,47)
“[Luther went] to the Lord’s Supper usually every fourteen days or at most three weeks...” (Veit Dietrich,
Letter to Philip Melanchthon)

Hello from Donna Lee
During her recent visit to Mankato, Minnesota – on the occasion of the
birth of her tenth grandchild – Carol Webber had an opportunity to visit
with former Redeemer member Donna Lee, who sends us her greetings.

Summer Sunday School at Redeemer
Summer Sunday
School begins on June 6.
Our curriculum is entitled
“3 in 1: Discovering Our
Triune God.” Pupils will
learn about God the
Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Spirit as
they study selected Old
and New Testament
stories during the months of June, July and August. With
Christian principles under increasing attack in our secular
world, it is more important than ever that our children
understand what the Bible teaches about the Father as our
creator, Christ's redeeming work for our salvation, and the role
of the Holy Spirit in creating and sustaining our faith.
The thirteen Bible lessons were chosen to follow the
outline of the Apostles’ Creed explanations as taught in
Luther’s Small Catechism. In addition to colorful lesson
leaflets, we will also use the CPH Catechism songs based on the
Apostles’ Creed and its explanations. Families are encouraged
also to sing the Catechism songs at home, perhaps incorporating
them into family devotions. Redeemer owns these songs on CD, but tracks are also available on the CPH
YouTube channel (Sing the Faith: The Small Catechism Set to Music):
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=OLAK5uy_moB6a-xyb9ekpb6f4V68QtYaruqVaRR_o
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Each Sunday we will trek to “Camp Wonder” and use “camp clues” to find answers to questions like these:
Where did the world come from? Is Jesus really God? Are angels real? What does the Holy Spirit do for us?
Please pray for our young people and encourage them in their special summer studies. As always, feel free to
step into Classroom #2 to see our materials and bulletin board displays.
– Carol Webber, Sunday School Coordinator

Greek-English New
Testaments in Kenya
The Greek-English
New Testaments that were
purchased with donations from
members and friends of
Redeemer Lutheran Church
have arrived in Kenya. Pictured
here are the students at the
Evangelical Lutheran Seminary
in Nyamira, holding up their
copies. These books will be
used for their studies of the
New Testament in the original
language.
The Redeemer Ladies
Guild has also contributed the
money necessary to purchase
six copies of a Hebrew-English
Old Testament book, which the
students will also be able to use
for their Biblical studies as they
prepare for service as pastors. The Old Testaments have been ordered and are on their way!
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
June 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

Wednesday
2

3

Elders meeting
7pm

6 Pentecost 2

7

8

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

4

5

11

12

18

19

Internet Study
Group 7pm

9

10

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School &
Adult Class 10:30am

Internet Study
Group 7pm

13 Pentecost 3

14

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School &
Adult Class 10:30am

Church Council
meeting at
church 7pm

20 Pentecost 4

21

22

23

24

25

26

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School &
Adult Class 10:30am

Pastor Webber
in Minnesota for
ELS convention

Pastor Webber
in Minnesota
for ELS
convention

Pastor Webber
in Minnesota for
ELS convention
& Apologetics
Conference

Internet Study
Group canceled

Pastor
Webber in
Minnesota

Pastor
Webber in
Minnesota

29

30

27 Pentecost 5

28

15

16

17
Internet Study
Group 7pm

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School &
Adult Class 10:30am
(Guest Pastor:
Rev. Richard Starr)
Pastor Webber in
Iowa for Sean
Scheele ordination
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Pastor Webber
in Minnesota for
ELS convention
& Apologetics
Conference

Redeemer Lutheran Church
July 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday

Saturday

2

3

9

10

16

17

23

24

30

31

Internet Study
Group 7pm

4 Pentecost 6

5

6

7

8

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

Internet Study
Group 7pm

11 Pentecost 7

12

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School &
Congregational Forum
10:30am

Voters’ meeting
at church 7pm

18 Pentecost 8

19

13

14

15
Internet Study
Group 7pm

20

21

22

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am
25 St. James the

Internet Study
Group 7pm

26

27

28

29

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

Internet Study
Group 7pm
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June-July 2021
The Valley Evangel
Redeemer Lutheran Church
7670 East Jomax Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
Pastor David Jay Webber
Phone: 480-585-7002
or: 480-621-7394
Email: redeemerscottsdale@yahoo.com
First Class Mail

__________________________________________________________________________________________

About Redeemer Lutheran Church
Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the Holy
Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to
administer the Holy Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach
out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org
Video recordings of our services are posted each week on the
church website, and on our YouTube and Facebook pages.

