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Worship and Study
Sunday Divine Service: 9 a.m.
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class: 10:30 a.m.
Thursday Internet Study Group: 7 pm (ask Pastor Webber for log-on information)
Newsletter Editor: Pastor David Jay Webber

_____________________________________________________________________________________

From the Pastor’s Desk
Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful,
and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe... (Hebrews 12:28, NIV)
On September 12, I had the privilege of making a presentation
at the “Return to Wittenberg” conference in Tomah, Wisconsin, on the
subject: “Adiaphora: Why We Should Not Be Indifferent to
‘Indifferent Things’.” The Greek word adiaphora means, literally,
indifferent things, but that should not be taken according to the modern
understanding as something that is unimportant. Matters of adiaphora
are matters that are neither commanded nor forbidden by God’s Word,
but that doesn’t mean that careful thought need not be put into the
decisions we make in the area of adiaphora. How we proceed in a
matter of adiaphora cannot be based on something as simple as finding
a Bible verse that tells us what to do and then doing it. Especially when
we are thinking about ceremonies and other practices that we follow in
worship, various factors must be considered, as we note what the Bible
does say about the Divine Service and its purpose, and as we also
evaluate our own ecclesiastical and cultural environment and what the
needs of our time may be.
On October 17, 24, and 31, during the Sunday Adult Class
hour, I will re-present my conference presentation for the benefit of the
Redeemer congregation, but with time for a fuller discussion than what
we had in Tomah. This is your chance to understand why we and other
Confessional Lutherans do many of the things we do, and in the way
we do them, when we gather in the Lord’s house on Sunday mornings.
Please join us!
If you want to get a head start on this special study, the four-page hand-out for the sessions will be
available at the church in advance, and is also available online here: tinyurl.com/adiaphora2021
Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct,
imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Do not be carried
away by varied and strange teachings... (Hebrews 13:7-9, NASB)

– Pastor Webber
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Ladies Guild News
The Ladies Guild will be hosting a Reformation Day celebration on Sunday, October 31, following
Sunday School and the Adult Bible Class. However, due to COVID-19 precautions, select ladies donning face
masks and gloves will be serving the food. Our preliminary menu includes grilled brats and hot dogs, a variety
of condiments, sauerkraut, potato salad, green salad, pre-packed chips, soft pretzels, pumpkin pie, apple
strudel, adult beverages, and soda pop. All the food will be provided by the Ladies Guild. So that we can know
how many people will be in attendance, please enter your name and the number of people in your party on the
“Reformation Day Celebration” sign-up sheet that will be located in the Fellowship Hall on a table next to the
snack table. Bring friends and family members to join our celebration of the renewed Church!
Besides providing the Sunday fellowship snacks and refreshments, Ladies Guild members prepare and
maintain Redeemer’s altar, provide hospitality to new and visiting congregants, support the missions of the
Evangelical Lutheran Synod, and collect donations for the Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center in Phoenix. If
you would like to donate to the Ladies Guild activities, please write a check payable to “Redeemer Lutheran
Church” and designate on the memo line, “Ladies Guild.”
Thank you for all your past support of Ladies Guild activities. May God bless you and your loved ones.
– Carole Clingan, President

New to the Church Library
The Sprituality of the Cross: The Way of the First Evangelicals (third edition) by
Gene Edward Veith Jr.
Spirituality: the lived, vital, personal dimension of Christianity. The topic
of spirituality in Christianity is muddled with mysticism rather than the mysteries
of Christ: the Sacraments and His resurrection. With the rise of people
identifying as “spiritual but not religious” and moving away from “institutional”
religion, this book offers a bridge to bring people to Christ. More importantly,
Spirituality of the Cross brings people to Lutheranism and its teachings of the
cross and Christ’s sacrifice for our salvation. Veith has guided thousands to
Christianity through this best-selling CPH book, and the revised third edition will
help you in learning about the faith. In this edition, Veith digs into a new topic
called Christology in the Lutheran faith, along with updating much of the
language and examples to reflect contemporary issues. Finally, some additional
material adapted from the book Authentic Christianity is now in the pages to
speak to a more modern audience. Spirituality of the
Cross also offers an updated list of resources to help further your understanding of
Lutheran spirituality. This list covers many different topics within Lutheranism to
help make it easy for you to find where to go next to grow. Topics covered:
Justification, Means of Grace, Theology of the Cross, Christology, Vocation,
Living in Two Kingdoms, and Worshiping God. “Indeed, the teaching that we are
justified by faith in the atoning work of Christ on the cross is considered ‘the chief
article’—the underpinning of every aspect of Lutheran theology and, indeed, of the
Christian faith.” – from the Introduction. (CPH) The Redeemer Church Library also
owns the first and second edition of this book. Pastor Webber: “It’s one of the best
books I’ve ever read.”
The Blessing of Weekly Communion by Kenneth W. Weiting
Great spiritual blessings come to Christians who partake of the Lord’s
Supper on the Lord’s Day. They receive a “visible Word” which gives to them the
forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. Their faith is strengthened. Their inner man
is renewed for a life of good works. They are formed in the image of Christ. In the
Apostolic church, communion was celebrated every Sunday. During the period of
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the Reformation, the Lutheran churches practiced weekly communion. The influence of Protestantism in the
United States has suppressed this practice. This book will help restore this worthy and biblical tradition in our
congregations. (CPH) Donated by Pastor Webber.
Five Minute Bible Studies for Families by Jay W. Bickelhaupt
As parents and children race from work and school to extracurricular activities, chores, and more,
finding time to stay connected in the Word as a family can be challenging. 5-Minute Bible Studies: For
Families is designed with busy families in mind. This second book of the 5-Minute Bible Studies series offers
three short messages a week for a full year. Recommended for grades K through 8. (NPH) Donated by NPH.
Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy by Eric Metaxas
As Adolf Hitler and the Nazis seduced a nation, bullied a continent, and
attempted to exterminate the Jews of Europe, a small number of dissidents and
saboteurs worked to dismantle the Third Reich from the inside. One of these was
Dietrich Bonhoeffer—a pastor and author. In this New York Times best-selling
biography, Eric Metaxas takes both strands of Bonhoeffer’s life—the theologian and
the spy—and draws them together to tell a searing story of incredible moral courage
in the face of monstrous evil. Metaxas presents the fullest accounting of
Bonhoeffer’s heart-wrenching decision to leave the safe haven of America to return
to Hitler’s Germany, and sheds new light on Bonhoeffer’s involvement in the famous
Valkyrie plot and in “Operation 7,” the effort to smuggle Jews into neutral
Switzerland. In a deeply moving narrative, Metaxas uses previously unavailable
documents including personal letters, detailed journal entries, and firsthand personal
accounts to reveal dimensions of Bonhoeffer's life and theology never before seen.
(Amazon)

WELS-ELS Reformation Service
The 504th anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation
is fast approaching. It is a day when brothers and sisters
have the opportunity to gather together and celebrate the
precious gift of God’s Word. There are great benefits to
days that bring us all together! And when we do that with
God’s Word as the focus, blessings abound even more.
A service marking the Reformation, for the
churches of our fellowship in the East Valley, will be held
at Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 715 West Southern
Avenue in Tempe, on Sunday, October 31, at 4:00 p.m.
Our own Mark Davidson will be the organist for this service. (On the same day and at the same time, the West
Valley churches will hold a similar service at Grace
Lutheran Church in Glendale.)
A choir is being organized for this special event.
If you are interested in participating in that, please speak
with the Pastor.
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
October 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

Pastor
Webber in
Vermont

Pastor
Webber in
Vermont
9

3 Pentecost 19

4

5

6

7

8

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am. Guest
Pastor: Allen Schroeder.

Pastor Webber
in Minnesota

Pastor Webber
in Minnesota

Pastor Webber
in Minnesota
for General
Pastoral
Conference

Pastor Webber
in Minnesota
for GPC

Pastor Webber
in Minnesota
for GPC

13

14

15

16

Internet Study
Group 7pm

Pastor
Webber in
Irvine,
California

Pastor
Webber in
Bell Gardens,
California

21

22

23

29

30

Pastor Webber
in Vermont
10 Pentecost 20

11

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School &
Congregational Forum
10:30am

Voters meeting
7pm

17 Pentecost 21

18

12

19

20

Divine Service 9am;
Ladies Guild meeting;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am
24 Pentecost 22

Internet Study
Group
Canceled

Internet Study
Group 7pm

25

26

27

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

28
Internet Study
Group 7pm

31 Reformation
Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am;
Reformation Luncheon
after the Adult Class.
Regional WELS-ELS
Reformation service at
Emmanuel Tempe 4pm
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October 2021
The Valley Evangel
Redeemer Lutheran Church
7670 East Jomax Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
Pastor David Jay Webber
Phone: 480-585-7002
or: 480-621-7394
Email: redeemerscottsdale@yahoo.com
First Class Mail

_____________________________________________________________________________________

About Redeemer Lutheran Church
Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the
Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to
administer the Holy Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach
out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org
Video recordings of our services are posted each week
on our YouTube and Facebook pages.

