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Worship and Study
Sunday Divine Service: 9 a.m.
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class: 10:30 a.m.
Thursday Internet Study Group: 7 pm (ask Pastor Webber for log-on information)
Newsletter Editor: Pastor David Jay Webber

_____________________________________________________________________________________

From the Pastor’s Desk
In our Thanksgiving Eve service on November 24, we sang a hymn
that is a favorite to many: “Now Thank We All Our God.” There is a
poignant and inspiring story behind this hymn, written by the
Lutheran pastor Martin Rinkart, which I would like to share with
you. He definitely did not compose this hymn in his leisure, and at a
time of prosperity. The story of what was happening in Pastor
Rinkart’s life at the time he produced this great piece of devotional
poetry is well told by Brad Gurgel, whose account is reprinted here
with his permission:
Rising COVID numbers…disagreements over
masks…confrontations over vaccine mandates… loved ones and
friends falling ill or being separated from us due to quarantines...a
pandemic that doesn’t seem to have a clear end date in sight…
Do concerns such as these make it more challenging to feel
thankful these days? Do joyful hymns, such as “Now Thank We All
Our God,” seem to clash with the anxieties that these recent days
have sometimes brought into our hearts? Perhaps it may surprise
you, then, that the origins of this beloved hymn have some striking
parallels to the challenges facing us today and, in fact, make these
days seem quite minor in comparison.
Pastor Martin Rinkart of Eilenburg, Germany, wrote “Now
Thank We All Our God” sometime around the year 1637. During the
Thirty Years War of 1618-1648, Eilenburg, as a walled city, became a popular place of refuge for people
fleeing the death and destruction brought by the war. By 1637, Eilenburg had become overcrowded and
overrun with refugees. This overcrowding soon led to disease spreading among the occupants of
Eilenburg at such a rapid rate that the year would later be named “The Year of Great Pestilence.”
At the beginning of 1637, Rinkart was one of four Lutheran pastors serving the people of
Eilenburg. One pastor quickly abandoned his work and left with his family due to concerns for his
family’s health. Shortly after, Rinkart would officiate the funerals of the other two remaining pastors.
As the only remaining Lutheran pastor in Eilenburg, Rinkart soon found himself officiating up to
40-50 funerals per day. It is estimated that Rinkart officiated over 4,480 funerals by the end of 1637. In
May of that year, his own wife died. Rinkart’s every waking moment was consumed with encouraging
1

and counseling the remaining grieving survivors. By the end of the year, deaths were happening so
rapidly that people were being buried in trenches without any services at all.
It is in this heavy-hearted context, in the throes of a raging epidemic, that Rinkart would pen the
hymn “Now Thank We All Our God.” What would drive a man to compose such a joyful hymn filled
with thoughts of thanksgiving to God at such a time?
Rinkart understood that times of trial and challenge aren’t a reason to lose his thankfulness to
God. Rinkart, instead, saw times of difficulty, uncertainty, and loss as an extra reason to be thankful for
the unshakeable foundation and certain hope we have in Jesus!
It is in times of challenge that we are led to see our health, possessions, family, friends, and even
life itself as blessings that are both temporary and fleeting. If our life’s foundation and purpose are built
on these earthly things, we will fail to find lasting peace and confidence. These things will often fail us
and can be taken from us in a moment.
Rather, especially in times of challenge, we find our joy in the unshakable, never-failing love that
Jesus has for us! While the world around us hopelessly grasps at and searches for something that will
calm their troubled hearts, our souls can rest at peace knowing that nothing can separate us from the love
of God. It is that deep love our Heavenly Father has for us that drove Him to send his only son, Jesus, to
the cross to die for our sins. Through faith in Jesus, we have the forgiveness of sins and the guarantee of a
home waiting for us in heaven. Indeed, even during a pandemic, we can join with Rinkart in singing with
joy-filled hearts, “Now thank we all our God!”
Oh May this bounteous God Through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts And blessed peace to cheer us
And keep us in his grace And guide us when perplexed
And free us from all ills In this world and the next.

A Reminder about Amazon Smile...
The Amazon online retailing website has a special program called “Smile,” through which qualifying
purchases on Amazon result in donations being made by Amazon to recognized charities, in the amount
of .5% of the purchase price. Our congregation is registered with
Amazon as such a charity. And so, if and when you do any
shopping on the Amazon website, you may be able to help our
congregation financially by becoming a participant in their
“Smile” program. Begin by logging into Amazon through this
special URL: https://smile.amazon.com Then, designate
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Scottsdale, AZ, as your chosen
charity. (You need to do this only once.) A dedicated link to
locate our church within Amazon’s listing of recognized charities
is: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/86-0804217 After that,
whenever you go onto the Amazon website, just make sure that
you log in through the special “Smile” URL
(https://smile.amazon.com) rather than through the ordinary URL
(https://www.amazon.com), before making your purchases, and your qualifying purchases will
automatically result in a donation being made to Redeemer. We are not advocating that you shop through
Amazon rather than through some other online or neighborhood retailer. But if you shop through Amazon
anyway, you might as well do it in a way that helps your church!
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Highlands Latin School Christmas Cantata
This year, the Highlands Latin School will be holding its annual
Christmas Cantata at Redeemer Lutheran Church, on
Wednesday, December 15, at 6 p.m. A reception will follow.
Members and friends of the congregation are invited to attend.
Katie Meeks, a Redeemer member, is one of the administrators of this school, and Megan Meeks is one of
the students. The students will sing various songs in Latin, and Pastor Webber has been invited to speak a
few words about the meaning of Christmas (in English).

Sunday School Update
We have concluded our autumn Sunday School quarter, “God Creates a World and a People.” In recent
weeks we learned about the lives of the great Patriarchs Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. During the upcoming
winter quarter we will next turn to key New Testament stories. December lessons include “Mary Visits
Elizabeth,” “The Birth of John,” and “An Angel Visits Joseph.”
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New Audiovisual System in the Church
Redeemer’s church council and voters have approved a contract with E1 Audiovisual
Technologies for the installation of a new audiovisual system in the church, including new speakers, new
microphones, and a new permanently-mounted video camera. The proposed system will expand our video
capabilities as well as upgrade us to a state-of-the-art audio system.
The proposed video system will have a capability for simultaneous online video streaming and
recording, with resolutions from 480p to 1080p.The camera will have auto-tracking functionality and will
be controlled thru a tablet. E1 will also install a state-of-the-art audio system for amplification of the
organ and voice. Two wireless microphones have been included in the contract.
The total cost for the approved project is $35,000. Our contract with E1 specifically, for the
components of the new system that they will install, is $32,000. Due to supply-line slowdowns, the
shipping of the needed equipment has been delayed. The current expectation is that the installation will be
done during the first quarter of 2022.
A designated fund for the “AV System” has been created to receive contributions to help pay for
these needed improvements. Thanks for considering how you might be able to help in covering the onetime cost of installing this new system.

Living Nativity at Emmaus
Emmaus Lutheran Church, at 3841 W. Sweetwater Ave. in Phoenix, will host a “Night in Bethlehem”
living nativity pageant on December 11, from 6 to 7:30 p.m.

Ladies Guild News
The last Sunday in November marked the beginning of the Advent Season, when we prepare for
the celebration of Jesus’ birth. You will now notice the Advent Wreath near the Altar, the Blue cloth on
the Altar, and the Creche displayed in the entry
hallway. On Sunday, December 5, the Ladies
Guild invites the congregation to help decorate
Redeemer’s sanctuary with a lighted Christmas
tree and poinsettias gracing the altar. Decorating
will begin at the close of the Adult Bible Class
and Sunday School. Anyone who has ever
placed an ornament on a Christmas Tree is well
qualified to join this crew. Afterwards, you can
refresh yourself with adult beverages, soda pop
and snacks in the fellowship hall. Please plan to stay and take part in the fun and fellowship of this event!
The Ladies Guild would also like to thank the congregation for their generous support of the
diaper drive for the Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center, when Director Kay Retberg was with us on
Sunday, November 21. We supplied enough boxes of diapers to fill Kay’s car, and enough onesie baby
clothes to cover the car rear seats. Kay left several “precious feet” pins on the Alpha table in the
fellowship hall for anyone who would like one. Donations to Alpha are tax deductible; if you donated
diapers or any layette items please take a “proof of donation” letter for your tax records, also located on
the Alpha table.
The Ladies Guild would again like to thank the Redeemer congregation for their support of the
activities sponsored by the Ladies Guild. May God bless you and your loved ones!
– Carole Clingan, Ladies Guild President
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Christmas at Bethany Concerts
Several performances of this year’s Christmas at Bethany program will take place between December 2
and December 5, in the chapel at Bethany Lutheran College in Mankato, Minnesota. Each of these
performances will be webcast online. So, pick a day and time, and take in what is certain to be a
wonderful program of sacred song in celebration of the birth of God’s Son. Check this page for the
schedule, remembering that the posted times are according to central standard time (that is, one hour
ahead of our time in Arizona): blc.edu/campus-life/annual-events/christmas-at-bethany/
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
December 2021
Sunday

5 Advent 2

Monday

6

Tuesday

7

Wednesday
1

2

Pastor Webber
in Minnesota
for ELS Doctrine
Committee
meeting

Internet
Study Group
7pm

8

9

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am; church
decorating after the
Adult Class

Friday

Saturday

3

4

10

11

17

18

Internet
Study Group
7pm

12 Advent 3

13

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

Church
Council
meeting
7pm

19 Advent 4

20

14

21

15

16

Highlands Latin
School Christmas
Cantata 6pm,
followed by a
reception

Internet
Study Group
7pm

22

23

24 Christmas Eve

25 Christmas Day

Internet
Study Group
7pm

Candlelight
Vespers 7pm

Divine Service 9am

30

31

Divine Service 9am;
Ladies Guild meeting
after the service;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am
26 Christmas 1

Thursday

27

28

29

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

Internet
Study Group
7pm
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About Redeemer Lutheran Church
Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the
Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to
administer the Holy Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach
out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org | facebook.com/redeemerscottsdale | tinyurl.com/YouTubeRedeemer
Video recordings of our services are posted each week
on our YouTube and Facebook pages.

