The Valley Evangel
Serving the Members and Friends of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Scottsdale, Arizona
November 2021
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Worship and Study
Sunday Divine Service: 9 a.m.
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class: 10:30 a.m.
Thursday Internet Study Group: 7 pm (ask Pastor Webber for log-on information)
Newsletter Editor: Pastor David Jay Webber

_____________________________________________________________________________________

From the Pastor’s Desk
The world in which we live is winding down, and will someday come to end. Of course, for each of us, the
world effectively comes to an end for us personally when we die. But the world itself, for everyone, in its own
objective existence, will likewise not endure forever. And whatever “monuments” to ourselves and to our
accomplishments that we may leave behind when we die – literal and figurative – will not remain. When a beloved
church building is struck by lightening and burns to the ground, or when a beloved family home is washed away in
a flood, there is a deep emotional reaction on the part of those who are grieved by such a loss. Imagine, then, that at
the end of this world, everything that people have loved in this world will be similarly destroyed, as the world itself
is destroyed.
It is therefore necessary for us to detach our hearts from this world and from everything in it, and to attach
our hearts instead to that which is eternal. St. Peter writes: “The Lord...is patient toward you, not wishing that any
should perish, but that all should reach repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the
heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the
works that are done on it will be exposed” (2 Peter 3:9-10, ESV). All of this can make us feel a bit insecure and
anguished. Everything in our earthly experience that has always seemed so permanent, is not permanent after all.
Everything in the world on which we thought we could rely, not only to preserve us while we are here but also to
preserve our legacy when we are gone, will ultimately let us down.
However, as St. Paul comforts us, “we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens” (2 Corinthians 5:1, ESV). And even now,
while we do still live on earth, God’s Word leads us not to fix our hearts on the things of earth, but to remember
always that “our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Philippians 3:20,
ESV). While we live here, we do enjoy the earthly blessings and the earthly relationships that God has given us, as
an expression of our joy in God and in his goodness toward us. But when these gifts of God are gone, God the giver
remains. And the eternal gifts that he bestows upon us – forgiveness,
life, and salvation in his Son Jesus Christ – likewise remain.
The lessons and themes for Sunday the 14th and for Sunday the
21st will remind us to think soberly about the impending end of the
world. But these lessons and themes will also remind us to think
hopefully and joyfully about this, because the end of the world will not
be the end of us, or the end of God, or the end of God’s kingdom. In an
important sense, it will instead mark a new beginning for us. St. Peter
also writes that “according to his promise we are waiting for new
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. Therefore,
beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him
without spot or blemish, and at peace” (2 Peter 3:13-14, ESV).
– Pastor Webber
1

Ladies Guild News
The Ladies Guild would like to thank all the members and friends of Redeemer Church who have
once again enjoyed our Reformation Day luncheon. We realize the variety of dishes and the homemade
treats were missing, but maybe next year we can lift the COVID restrictions and resume our potluck table.
During November the Ladies Guild will concentrate its efforts into reorganizing the Flower Room
and assessing what decorations are still useful for the Advent and Christmas Seasons. Some of the flower
displays need more storage space, and the boxes of seasonal flowers must be removed from the floor and
shelved. At the beginning of the Advent Season our Advent Wreath must be set up and ready for candlelighting each Sunday during Advent.
In December we hope again to decorate the Sanctuary with at least one Christmas tree and place
poinsettias around the Altar. A creche will again grace the hallway and maybe another Christmas tree will
brighten our Fellowship Hall.
On February 19, 2022, our congregation will host the ELS Circuit 11 Women’s Mission Rally.
We have sent out a “save the date” flyer to ELS congregations in California, Arizona, and Utah.
However, much more planning needs to be done before this Rally can be successful. During prior Rallies
we have needed and received the support of the entire Redeemer congregation. So, please be aware in the
ensuing months of any announcements asking for assistance with our activities.
Kay Retberg, Director of the Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center, will be coming to Redeemer on
Sunday, November 21, for a presentation about this valuable mission. After our refreshment time, in lieu
of the Adult Class, the congregation will
learn how Alpha has saved and nurtured
numerous innocent infants who might
otherwise have been terminated by their
mothers. Through the saving grace of Jesus
Christ, these women now receive support
and resources that will help them bring their
pregnancy to full term and then care for their
newborn. Our congregation will also learn
how, with little time or effort, members can
become much needed Alpha “hotline”
volunteers who can intervene to save an
unborn child.
As with every visit from an Alpha
Center representative to Redeemer, we don’t
want Kay to return empty handed; so that is
why we would like members and friends of
Redeemer to donate diapers in sizes 5 and 6.
You can drop your diaper donation next to
the Alpha table located in the Fellowship
Hall. Besides diapers, the Alpha Center needs boy and girl winter outfits, sizes 0 - 3 (onesies). These
outfits are part of a layette that Alpha volunteers assemble for the newborns, to keep them warm during
the cooler months when they are discharged from the hospital.
Redeemer has been very generous with donations to Alpha in past years, prior to the COVID
pandemic. We pray that Redeemer can continue to be supportive and continue praying for the success of
this mission.
May God Bless and Keep you and your loved ones!
– Carole Clingan, Redeemer Ladies Guild President
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For Thou art my lamp, O Lord, and the Lord will lighten my darkness:
A devotion for the beginning of Advent
John 1:5: The light shineth in the darkness, and the darkness comprehended it not.
O Lord, how shall I meet You, How welcome You aright?
Your people long to greet You, My hope, my heart's delight!
O kindle, Lord most holy, Your lamp within my breast
To do in spirit lowly All that may please You best.
Darkness we have had aplenty this year; and if you pile up the darkness of the previous centuries – the
horrors of wars and the murder of innocents, the trampling of the poor and oppressed, the untold miseries tasted by
so many of the human race – you might well wonder what is the point of it all? Why bother?
And yet in the darkness a light shineth. And each Advent-tide, the people of God rejoice to welcome this
light that was once kindled in human flesh and blood from a Virgin’s womb. A light that knew the full force of
darkness and yet overcame it, for so the word “comprehended” may also be understood. The darkness could not
snuff out the light that is the love of Jesus Christ. It has not done so in all the centuries
since; it will never do so.
When we pray that His lamp may be kindled in our breast, we are praying
that His love may come to us and fill us and make its home in us. We ask that in its
shining and warmth it would drive away all the darkness of our own fears and doubts
and that by it we may be made shining lights ourselves, holding forth the love that
alone can defeat the darknesses of this age; the Light of a love that never ends.
Stir up, we beseech Thee, Thy power, O Lord, and come: that by Thy protection we
may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins, and saved by Thy mighty
deliverance; Who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever One
God, world without end. Amen.
– William Weedon
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
November 2021
Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

Wednesday
3

Thursday
4

Friday

Saturday

5

6

12

13

19

20

26

27

Internet Study
Group 7pm

7 All Saints

8

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School &
Adult Class 10:30am

Church
Council
7pm

14 Pentecost 25

15

9

10

11
Internet Study
Group 7pm

16

17

18

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School &
Adult Class 10:30am

21 Last Sunday

Internet Study
Group 7pm

22

23

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School &
Alpha Pregnancy
Resource Center
presentation 10:30am
28 Advent 1

29

30

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School &
Adult Class 10:30am

Pastor
Webber in
Minnesota

Pastor
Webber in
Minnesota
for ELS
Doctrine
Committee
meeting

24 Thanksgiving Eve

25

Divine Service 7pm

Internet Study
Group
canceled

5

November 2021
The Valley Evangel
Redeemer Lutheran Church
7670 East Jomax Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
Pastor David Jay Webber
Phone: 480-585-7002
or: 480-621-7394
Email: redeemerscottsdale@yahoo.com
First Class Mail
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About Redeemer Lutheran Church
Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the
Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to
administer the Holy Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach
out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org
Video recordings of our services are posted each week
on our YouTube and Facebook pages.

