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Worship and Study
Sunday Divine Service: 9 a.m.
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class: 10:30 a.m.
Thursday Internet Study Group: 7 pm (ask Pastor Webber for log-on information)
Newsletter Editor: Pastor David Jay Webber
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From the Pastor’s Desk
On the First Sunday after Christmas, we sang the hymn “In Thee Is Gladness,” written originally
by Johann Lindemann (1549-1631) and translated into English by Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878).
This is one of the many good hymns to which our congregation now has easy access, since it is included
in the Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary. (It was not in The Lutheran Hymnal.) This is the second stanza:
If He is ours We fear no powers, Nor of earth or sin or death.
He sees and blesses In worst distresses; He can change them with a breath.
Wherefore the story Tell of His glory With heart and voices; All heav’n rejoices
In Him for ever: Alleluia!
We shout for gladness, Triumph o’er sadness, Love Him and praise Him And still shall raise Him
Glad hymns for ever: Alleluia!
“If He is ours we fear no powers” is a very pertinent sentiment for us as we enter the new year.
Everyone can see that there is an increasing economic and social instability in our land. Violence and
crime are getting worse in many American cities. Disagreements –
both political and scientific – are intensifying, with respect to
government policies on COVID, its treatment, and its mitigation.
Impending decisions of the Supreme Court on several important
moral issues will likely anger many – although precisely who those
decisions will anger depends on what they end up being. Beyond
our borders, military aggression and conflict seem to be real
possibilities in Asia and in eastern Europe, and there is much
debate over what if anything the United States and its allies will do,
if such conflict breaks out.
There is a lot to fear as we ponder what may be coming in
the new year. But what we sang with our lips on December 26, and
what we believe in our hearts on every other day, is that if Christ is
ours, we fear no powers – whether natural or supernatural – that
would threaten us. This doesn’t mean that there is no danger,
especially with respect to the preservation of peace in this world.
Worldly peace, now and always, is an extremely precarious and
fragile thing. But as we look to the new year, with all of its stressful uncertainties, these words of Jesus
echo in our minds and hearts: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I
give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid” (John 14:27, ESV). And the
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apostle Paul boldly leads us to face the dangers that may come, and not to flee from them in terror, when
he writes:
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all
the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans
8:35-39, ESV)
As we enter the new year, then, not only will we not be afraid, but we will be courageous and
confident – with the courage and confidence that God gives us when he gives us Christ. And we will
joyfully tell the story of God’s glory in his Son, and in his Son’s victory over sin and death for us and for
all people. We will tell this story among ourselves, for the renewal of our faith. And we will tell this story
to others, as we invite them to join us in God’s house, where the perfect love of Christ is proclaimed and
sacramentally applied, and where this “perfect love casts out fear” (1 John 4:18, ESV).
And so, under the protection of God, and in the comfort of Christ, may you all have a blessed,
peaceful, joyful, and fearless new year!
– Pastor Webber

Ladies Guild News
“What goes up must come down,” as the old law of physics
states; and that is exactly the situation with our Christmas decorations.
On Sunday, January 2, after the Adult Bible Class, the Ladies Guild is
requesting assistance in taking down and storing the sanctuary
Christmas tree, altar poinsettias, and Advent wreath. If we have enough
volunteers, the de-decorating should take very little time. The Creche
will remain on display through Epiphany.
The Women’s Mission Rally will take place on Saturday,
February 19, beginning at 9:00 a.m. All members and friends of
Redeemer Church are welcome, including the gentlemen! The fee for
attending is $10, which will include a continental breakfast and luncheon. The keynote speaker will be
Rebecca DeGarmeaux, ELS Ottesen Museum
Director, who will speak on certain aspects of the
home life of Martin and Katie Luther.
The Ladies Guild is still in the planning
stages for this Rally, so any assistance and
suggestions will be greatly appreciated. Our next
meeting will be Sunday, January 16, in Sunday
School Room #1, immediately following the
Divine Service. If you can help in any way, please
try to attend this meeting.
Thank you for supporting the activities of
the Ladies Guild. May God Bless you and your
loved ones throughout the New Year.
– Carole Clingan, Ladies Guild President
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O come, let us adore him!
Epiphany Day Divine Service:
Thursday, January 6, 7 p.m.
Yes, we are having have church that day. Please come! And bring a friend!!
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Sunday, January 9:

This will be our regular Sunday morning Divine Service. Don’t miss it!
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
January 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2 Christmas 2

3

4

5

6 Epiphany

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am; church
de-decorating after the
Adult Class

14

15

21

22

28

29

(Internet Study
Group canceled)
10

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School &
Congregational Forum
10:30am

Quarterly
Voters meeting
7pm

16 Epiphany 2

17

11

12

13
Internet Study
Group 7pm

18

19

Divine Service 9am;
Ladies Guild meeting
after the service; Sunday
School & Adult Class

20
Internet Study
Group 7pm

24

25

26

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

30 Epiphany 4

8

Divine Service
7pm

9 Baptism of Our Lord

23 Epiphany 3

7

27
Internet Study
Group 7pm

31

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am
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The Valley Evangel
Redeemer Lutheran Church
7670 East Jomax Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
Pastor David Jay Webber
Phone: 480-585-7002
or: 480-621-7394
Email: redeemerscottsdale@yahoo.com

First Class Mail
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About Redeemer Lutheran Church
Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the
Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to
administer the Holy Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach
out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org | facebook.com/redeemerscottsdale | tinyurl.com/YouTubeRedeemer
Video recordings of our services are posted each week
on our YouTube and Facebook pages.

