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Worship and Study
Sunday Divine Service: 9 a.m.
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class: 10:30 a.m.
Thursday Internet Study Group: 7 pm (ask Pastor Webber for log-on information)
Newsletter Editor: Pastor David Jay Webber

_____________________________________________________________________________________

From the Pastor’s Desk
As I write these words at the computer in my home office, the television is on in the next room,
with reports about the Russian invasion of Ukraine, and especially about the attack on Kyiv, the
Ukrainian capital. Time will tell what the outcome will be. My family and I lived in Ukraine for eight
years, where I served as the Rector of the seminary of the Ukrainian Lutheran Church. We came to love
the people and their country. So this is a very heartbreaking thing for us at a personal level. But the entire
world should be heartbroken over this, even as the entire world should be
heartbroken whenever self-deceived and brutal tyrants resort to violence to expand
their power and to force their will on others.
On February 20 my sermon dealt with the golden rule: “Do unto others as
you would have them do to you.” It is pretty obvious that Vladimir Putin is not
following this rule. We pray that God will change his heart, and if that doesn’t
happen, that God will change the leadership of Russia. And we pray for the
Ukrainian people, and especially for our Christian brothers and sisters in the
Ukrainian Lutheran Church, asking God to preserve them in body and soul through
this great trial. Jesus tells us: “In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I
have overcome the world” (John 16:33, ESV). Our friends in Ukraine are experiencing such worldly
tribulation in a profound way. We pray that they will also experience, and be comforted by, the heavenly
peace and the victory over sin and death that Christ has won for us in his death and resurrection.
Grant peace, we pray, in mercy, Lord: Peace in our time, O send us!
For there is none on earth but You, None other to defend us.
You only, Lord, can fight for us. Amen
– Pastor Webber

Ladies Guild News
In spite of the lingering threat of another COVID outbreak, plus the high cost of traveling, the
Mission Rally at Redeemer on Saturday, February 19, still attracted 46 attendees from five of our Circuit
11 congregations. Our guest speaker, Rebecca DeGarmeaux, shared inspiring insights on the life and
historical times of Katie Luther: wife of Martin Luther, mother of his six children, and household
administrator. From the young Katie’s dramatic escape from a convent to the widowed Katie’s tragic
death from a wagon accident while fleeing the plague, she displayed immense dedication and devotion to
her God, husband and children. Mrs. DeGarmeaux recommends for our further reading an authoritative
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book about Katie Luther entitled The Mother of the Reformation, The Amazing Life and Story of
Katharine Luther, which is in our parish library.
Our Rally guests were treated to a luncheon compliant with COVID precautions. Although not as
delicious as our usual homemade dishes, the crowd left our beautifully decorated Fellowship Hall
energized and ready for our afternoon speaker.
Pastor Thomas Heyn, Administrator for the ELS Board for World Outreach, presented very
thorough and enlightening stories about our missions in seven different countries, during the last two
years. Some key pastors and leaders have passed away from COVID; and travel and quarantine
restrictions have made visits to these mission fields
almost impossible. However, some mission fields are
beginning to return to work as normal; and there is
opportunity for expansion in Peru and South Korea.
If you are interested in learning about ELS
mission work at home and abroad, attending the
Women’s Mission Rallies is the best source for this
information. Not only does Pastor Heyn encourage
questions and comments from the audience, but he is
available for individual discussion during lunch,
breaks, and after the Rally. So we should by no means consider our Mission Rallies a women’s only
function, but should encourage all congregants to attend.
Finally, the business meeting for the ELS Circuit 11 Mission Rally revealed that a total of
$8,460.00 was collected for our missions, of which $6,100.00 was designated to the Cajamarca mission in
Peru for church construction. It was decided that undesignated funds of $2,860.00 (including $500.00
received after the Rally) were to go to the CrossStitch General Fund. Additional business included
suggestions to attract younger women and families by holding smaller mission events within each
congregation and utilizing live video technology for events. Our Saviour, Lake Havasu City, Arizona,
will host the next Women’s Mission Rally in our Circuit in 2023.
The Ladies of Redeemer Lutheran Church would like to thank all of the attendees and volunteers
who made this Rally so successful. We appreciate your support of all our activities in the past and for the
future. Our next Ladies Guild meeting will be held on Sunday, March 13, when we will discuss a special
reception for a visit by our ELS President Glenn Obenberger on March 20.
May God bless and protect you and your loved ones.
– Carole Clingan, Redeemer Ladies Guild President

A Special Worship Opportunity during Lent
We will not be having midweek evening Vespers services on the Wednesdays of
Lent as was done in past years. We will, however, have one special Wednesday
evening service, halfway through the season of Lent, at 7 p.m. on March 23, that we
are calling a Service of Passion Readings and Lenten Hymns. It is modeled
somewhat after the famous Christmas Service of Lessons and Carols held annually
in Cambridge, England. The difference, of course, is that the readings and hymns
will not be about Jesus’ birth, but will pertain to the suffering and death of Christ for
our sins, and other Lenten themes. There are more beloved Lenten hymns in our
hymnal and in our Lutheran tradition than can be sung on the Sundays of Lent. This
special Wednesday service will give us an opportunity to be blessed in our
devotional life by some of these remaining hymns. And let’s all make a special
effort to be in church for this service, and to encourage and help others to be there
too – such as by offering rides to those older members who no longer drive at night.
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The Symbolism of Ash Wednesday
On Ash Wednesday, March 3, we will hold two services, each of which will offer the imposition
of ashes for any worshipers who wish to receive them. An abbreviated spoken Vespers service will be
held at 3 p.m., which is intended for those who are not able to come to the later service or who do not
drive at night. The regular Ash Wednesday Divine Service will be held at 7 p.m.
Ash Wednesday begins the Christian’s Lenten journey with a tangible reminder of our mortality
and a call to repentance:
Abraham answered and said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust
and ashes.” (Genesis 18:27)
“...therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” (Job 42:6)
“O daughter of my people, put on sackcloth, and roll in ashes; make mourning as for an only son,
most bitter lamentation...” (Jeremiah 6:26)
“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had been
done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.” (Matthew
11:21).
The ancient practice of imposing ashes on
the foreheads of the faithful gives Ash
Wednesday its name. The Church Father
Tertullian (circa 160–215) writes of the
practice as a public expression of
repentance and of our human frailty that
stands in need of Christ. The ashes remind
us forcefully of our need for redeeming
grace as they recall words from the rite for
Christian burial: “...earth to earth, ashes to
ashes, dust to dust...,” words that will
someday be spoken over us all. The
imposition of ashes is a practice that is
observed widely by Christians of many traditions.

President Obenberger to Visit
The Reverend Glenn Obenberger, President of the Evangelical Lutheran
Synod, will visit Redeemer Lutheran Church on Sunday, March 20. He
will preach in the Divine Service, and will make a presentation after the
service on the special “flavor” and work of the synod. Following the
presentation a pot luck luncheon will be enjoyed, during which the
members and friends of Redeemer will have a chance to get personally
acquainted with President Obenberger.
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
March 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

2 Ash Wednesday

3

Elders 7pm

Abbreviated Spoken
Vespers with Imposition
of Ashes 3pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm

Friday

Saturday

4

5

11

12

18

19

25

26

Divine Service with
Imposition of Ashes
7pm
6 Lent 1

7

8

9

10

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

Internet Study
Group 7pm

13 Lent 2

14

15

16

17

Divine Service 9am; Ladies
Guild after the service
(rescheduled from March
20); Sunday School &
Adult Class 10:30am

Church Council
7pm

Pastor Webber
in Minnesota
for ELS
Doctrine
Committee

Pastor Webber in
Minnesota for ELS
Doctrine Committee

Internet Study
Group canceled

20 Lent 3

21

22

23

24

Service of Passion
Readings and Lenten
Hymns 7pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm

30

31

Pastor Webber
in Minnesota
for ELS
Doctrine
Committee

Divine Service (with ELS
President Glenn Obenberger as guest preacher)
9am; Sunday School &
Special Presentation by
President Obenberger
10:30am; Pot Luck
luncheon after the
presentation
27 Lent 4

28

29

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

Internet Study
Group 7pm
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The Valley Evangel
Redeemer Lutheran Church
7670 East Jomax Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
Pastor David Jay Webber
Phone: 480-585-7002 or: 480-621-7394
Email: redeemerscottsdale@yahoo.com

First Class Mail

__________________________________________________________________________________________

About Redeemer Lutheran Church
Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the
Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to
administer the Holy Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach
out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org | facebook.com/redeemerscottsdale | tinyurl.com/YouTubeRedeemer
Video recordings of our services are posted each week
on our YouTube and Facebook pages.

