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Worship and Study
Sunday Divine Service: 9 a.m.
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class: 10:30 a.m.
Thursday Internet Study Group: 7 pm (ask Pastor Webber for log-on information)
Newsletter Editor: Pastor David Jay Webber
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From the Pastor’s Desk
In his “Treatise on Good Works,” Martin Luther wrote that
it is the duty of subjects to obey. They must diligently and carefully do or leave undone what their
superiors desire of them, and not allow themselves to be dragged or driven from this task, regardless of
what others do. Let no man think that he is living properly or that he is doing good works, be it praying
or fasting or whatever, if he does not earnestly and diligently discipline himself in this matter of
obedience.
Here Luther is picking up on what St. Paul writes in his Epistle to the Romans, when he says:
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God,
and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what
God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. (13:1-2, ESV)
St. Peter also writes in his First Epistle: “Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it
be to the emperor as supreme, or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those
who do good” (2:13-14, ESV).
The government of Ukraine has essentially drafted all Ukrainian men between the ages of 18 and 60,
into service for their country during this time of war. They are not allowed to leave Ukraine, but are obligated
to remain and contribute toward the war effort: either through
fighting in the Territorial Defense Forces (what we would call
the National Guard) or in some other way. Women and
children, however, are allowed to flee to safety, and millions of
them have gone as refugees to neighboring countries. (As an
aside, we can see that the people of Ukraine definitely know
what a man is and what a woman is. No biological and
anatomical Ukrainian man is trying to shirk his duty by saying
that he identifies as a woman and therefore has the right to flee
with the other women!)
The civil authorities have commanded the men to stay
and defend their country, and they are obeying this directive. It might not be easy to be separated from wives
and children and to be put in harm’s way by the attacks of an invading army. Some of these men might be
afraid of what could happen to them. But what their duty is right now, is clear to them; and they are doing their
duty. They are obeying the superiors whom God has set over them in the civil government of their nation, as
Luther – on the basis of Scripture – teaches all of us to do.
Some of these men are my former students, my pastoral colleagues, and my friends. I am concerned
about them and pray for them. And I am proud of them. Yet I also have another friend, who is a Russian
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Lutheran pastor, for whom I also pray. He has struggled greatly in his conscience. And he is also in danger.
Immediately after the lines from Luther’s “Treatise on Good Works” that were quoted above, Luther
goes on to say this:
But if, as often happens, the temporal power and authorities, or whatever they call themselves, would
compel a subject to do something contrary to the command of God, or hinder him from doing what
God commands, obedience ends and the obligation ceases. In such a case a man has to say what St.
Peter said to the rulers of the Jews, “We must obey God rather than men” [Acts 5:29]. He did not say,
“We must not obey men,” for that would be wrong. He said, “God rather than men.” [It is] as if a
prince desired to go to war, and his cause was clearly unrighteous; we should neither follow nor help
such a prince, because God has commanded us not to kill our neighbor or do him a wrong. Likewise, if
the prince were to order us to bear false witness, steal, lie or deceive, and the like, [we should refuse].
In such cases we should indeed give up our property and honor, our life and limb, so that God’s
commandments remain.
My Russian friend served for a time in Ukraine, and understands the cultural and political situation
there better than most Russians. He has accordingly been an outspoken critic of the war and has publicly
condemned it, as his conscience has compelled him to do, and as Luther’s teaching likewise would guide
someone in a case when his national ruler’s desire for war is “clearly unrighteous.” And now my friend is also
a refugee – not from the war, but from his own government. To avoid arrest and imprisonment for 15 years, he
and his family have left Russia.
We often face situations where our conscience, as shaped and formed by God’s Word, will prompt us
to do things that we would rather not do according to the norms of human comfort, and that might create
difficulties for us in this world. But when we know deep down that it is the right thing to do, we do it.
Sometimes. At other times we don’t listen to the voice of our conscience, and we shy away from duties and
obligations that God has entrusted to us: either because we fear bodily harm coming to us, or we fear the
disapproval of other people more than we fear the disapproval of God. This is often the case when almost
everyone around us is pushing us to follow the crowd, rather that to follow what God’s Word teaches.
On Good Friday, when we will hear the
account of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to St. John’s Gospel, we will be reminded
that the apostle John, out of love for his Lord and
dearest friend, was willing to be with him at Calvary
and to be identifiable as one of his disciples, even
with the danger that this brought. Jesus, in his agony,
deeply appreciated this, and entrusted the temporal
care of his widowed mother to John. Jesus knew that
he would no longer be able to care for Mary, and
John’s faithfulness and courage had shown him to be
a reliable and trustworthy person who could be
counted on to do this in Jesus’ stead. But John did not boast in this. Instead he would have been among those
who say: “We are unworthy servants; we have only done what was our duty” (Luke 17:10, ESV).
But on Good Friday we will also be reminded that the apostle Peter, because of his fears, renounced
his Lord and denied that he was a disciple of Jesus – even after he had boasted that he would never do such a
thing. He then wept bitterly, because his conscience immediately accused him of cowardice and of not
fulfilling the duty of love and loyalty that he owed Jesus – especially in this time of severe trial. Yet there was
forgiveness and restoration for Peter. The special and personal announcement of the resurrection of Christ on
the first Easter – which the angel told the women to speak specifically to Peter – functioned as Peter’s
absolution:
You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they
laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. (Mark 16:6-7, ESV)
When you are faced with important decisions, and want to do and say the right thing – even when there
are many external pressures and temptations to do and say the wrong thing – you can be sure that Jesus is with
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you, and that he will embolden and fortify you according to the needs of the situation, and according to what
your duties and obligations under God are. In such times of trial, God will speak to you from the pages of the
Book of Isaiah:
“Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, Yes, I will
help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.” (41:10, NKJV)
You can and will also be encouraged by these words from the Book of Proverbs:
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways
acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord,
and turn away from evil. (3:5-7, ESV)
But when you fail – and you will sometimes fail – never forget that Christ died and rose again also for you.
And that really means something to you in your dark moments of shame and regret:
“Though your sins are bright red, they will become as white as snow. Though they are dark red, they
will become as white as wool” (Isaiah 1:18, GW).
Whether the times of testing that we face are relatively small and insignificant, or are momentous
matters of life and death, we can and should always remember that
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear though the
earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and
foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling. (Psalm 46:1-3, ESV)
– Pastor Webber

Ladies Guild News
Please join the Redeemer congregation at our annual Easter
Brunch hosted by the Ladies Guild on Sunday, April 17, following
the Easter Divine Service. The Ladies Guild will provide the Ham
and Beverages. Side dishes will be provided by members of the
congregation. A sign-up sheet for the brunch will be available in the
Fellowship Hall beginning on March 27. All members and friends of
Redeemer are encouraged to attend and celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord.
The Ladies Guild would like to thank the Redeemer congregation for supporting all of our activities.
May God bless and protect you and your loved ones.
– Carole Clingan, Redeemer Ladies Guild President
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About Redeemer Lutheran Church
Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the
Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to
administer the Holy Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach
out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

We’re on the Internet:
redeemerscottsdale.org | facebook.com/redeemerscottsdale | tinyurl.com/YouTubeRedeemer
Video recordings of our services are posted each week
on our YouTube and Facebook pages.

