The Valley Evangel
Serving the Members and Friends of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Scottsdale, Arizona
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Worship and Study
Sunday Divine Service: 9 a.m.
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class: 10:30 a.m.
Thursday Internet Study Group: 7 pm (ask Pastor Webber for log-on information)
Newsletter Editor: Pastor David Jay Webber

_____________________________________________________________________________________

From the Pastor’s Desk
THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD needs to be
conceived of correctly. When Jesus was “carried up
into heaven” in the presence of the disciples, and when
“a cloud took him out of their sight” (Luke 24:51; Acts
1:9, ESV), this should not be understood as meaning
that Jesus was transported to a distant place in outer
space, within our three dimensions of existence. A
better way to envision this is that, in his ascension,
Jesus phased into a different dimension – a dimension
of existence in which he is both at the right hand of
God the Father, and intimately close to his people, at
the same time. The ascension of Jesus doesn’t cause
him to be far away, as much as it causes him now to be
intimately close – but intimately close to everyone, all
around the world, simultaneously. This is why St. Paul
teaches us that Jesus “ascended far above all the
heavens, that he might fill all things” (Ephesians 4:10,
ESV). And this is why Jesus himself is able to say to
his apostles, and to us:
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you. And behold, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20, ESV)
The Ascension of Our Lord is therefore something to celebrate, and we as a congregation will celebrate it!
– Pastor Webber

Please join us for the Ascension Day Divine Service
on Thursday, May 26, at 7 p.m.
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Ladies Guild News
The Ladies Guild of Redeemer would like to thank the members and friends of the congregation for
their generous support of our activities during the first months of 2022. Never before have we hosted a
Mission Rally, a Potluck Luncheon for the Synod President, and an Easter Brunch all within three months! I
received many positive compliments from attendees at these events expressing how they enjoyed the
fellowship, the spirituality, and the cuisine.
The Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center continues to thrive in their new location, with 16 new clients in
January and February. However, their current needs include:
- An English as a Second Language teacher for many clients who are eager to learn English. (Materials
will be provided for 1-2 hours/week sessions, for 6 weeks.)
- Diapers in size 5 and 6.
May God bless and protect you and your loved ones.
– Carole Clingan, Redeemer Ladies Guild President

Summer Sunday School
Summer Sunday School begins on June 5.
Our theme will be “Pray, Praise & Give Thanks –
Jesus Teaches Us How to Pray.” Over the course of
thirteen lessons, we will study Old and New
Testament stories which help us better understand
prayer. We will also review Martin Luther’s
explanations of the Lord’s Prayer in the Small
Catechism.
In many communities, a highlight of summer
is attending the local county or state fair. Our
curriculum will also explore this aspect of the
summertime experience. Each week we will follow
the adventures of a girl named Emily, as she and her family visit their fair. Coloring, puzzles and songs
will round out our activities.
Parents are encouraged to note the “Take Home Point” and “Family Faith Talk” sections of the
lesson leaflets. Please use these at home to review stories and main ideas during the rest of the week. Also
check out the “Fair Facts” box, with fun fair trivia information.
– Carol Webber, Sunday School Coordinator

Graduations
Redeemer member Amanda Colville will graduate from Northern
Arizona University on May 6 with a Bachelor of Science degree, majoring
in Biomedical Science with Chemistry and Sociology minors.
Ashleigh Meeks, daughter of Redeemer member Ernie Meeks, will
graduate from the University of North Dakota on May 14 with a degree in
Commercial Aviation.
Congratulations and best wishes to Amanda and Ashleigh on the
occasion of these important milestones! And we wish them God’s guidance
and blessings as they now begin new chapters in their lives.
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Ushers Organized
The Elders and Pastor have prepared a document that spells out in
detail the duties of ushers at Redeemer. We are now ready to begin recruiting
ushers in earnest, and to put in place a more organized plan for ushering in the
congregation. We will need a head usher, who is not himself required to serve
as an usher each week, but who would have the responsibility of maintaining
an ushering schedule, and in general of overseeing the ushering program. And
we will need volunteers who are willing to serve as ushers for Redeemer’s
services. The more participants we have, the less often each one will need to
take a turn! At present we are recruiting only men for this duty, but male non-members who worship
regularly at Redeemer during the winter season are welcome to participate if they wish.
A well-organized ushering program contributes toward a well-organized service, and helps to
meet the various needs of worshipers. This is especially the case with visitors, whom we want to welcome
warmly, and whose questions we want to be able to answer. If you are interested in joining the honored
ranks of Redeemer’s ushers, please speak with the Pastor. If you are not yet interested, the Pastor will
probably speak with you, to try to get you interested! Ushering for your church is a good way to pitch in
and do your part in helping to keep things running smoothly. There is something for everyone to do in the
congregation. Maybe ushering is something you can do! “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same
Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is
the same God who empowers them all in everyone” (1 Corinthian 12:4-6, ESV).

Ukraine Crisis Fund
Our Christian brothers and sisters in Ukraine are in need of our support. First and foremost, they
need our prayers to God for peace and security. There is also a very great need for humanitarian
assistance as the war continues to destroy lives and property. The ELS Board for Christian Service has
established the Ukraine Crisis Fund to
aid our brothers and sisters in the
Ukrainian Lutheran Church and the
Gift of Life program as well as other
Ukrainians in need. To contribute to
this fund, you may place a designated
gift in the offering plate, and the
church treasurer will forward it to the
Board for Christian Service. Or, you
can give online at els.org/donate.
Checks may also be sent directly to
ELS Ukraine Crisis Fund, 6 Browns
Court, Mankato, MN 56001.
We thank you for your
generous offerings to this fund. There
are networks in place for getting your dollars to our partners in Poland where food, clothing and medical
supplies can be purchased and transported to the Gift of Life centers in Ukraine. Two shipments have
already been sent and received. The latest shipment included energy bars, cheese, canned meat, soup,
health supplies and various undergarments and diapers. Medical Clinic on Wheels resumed operations in
providing medical and dental care for the thousands of displaced refugees.
The distribution of aid includes Christian literature to assure recipients of God’s love for them in
Christ together with invitations to our Lutheran churches nearby. The need for your offerings continues.
May the Lord continue to bless his people in these difficult times.
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
May 2022
Sunday
1 Easter 3

Monday
2

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

Tuesday

Wednesday

3

4

Elders 7pm

8 Easter 4

9

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

Church Council
7pm

15 Easter 5

16

Thursday
5

Friday

Saturday

6

7

13

14

20

21

27

28

Internet Study
Group 7pm

10

11

12
Internet Study
Group 7pm

17

18

Divine Service 9am;
Ladies Guild after the
service; Sunday School
& Adult Class 10:30am

19
Internet Study
Group 7pm

22 Easter 6

23

24

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

Pastor Webber
in Minnesota for
ELS CCMC
meeting

Pastor Webber
in Minnesota for
ELS CCMC
meeting

29 Easter 7

30

31

25

26 Ascension Day
Divine Service 7pm

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
7670 East Jomax Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
Pastor David Jay Webber
Phone: 480-585-7002 or: 480-621-7394
Email: redeemerscottsdale@yahoo.com
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About Redeemer Lutheran Church
Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the
Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to
administer the Holy Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach
out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

We’re on the Internet:
redeemerscottsdale.org | facebook.com/redeemerscottsdale | tinyurl.com/YouTubeRedeemer
Video recordings of our services are posted each week
on our YouTube and Facebook pages.

