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Worship and Study
Sunday Divine Service: 9 a.m.
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class: 10:30 a.m.
Thursday Internet Study Group: 7 pm (ask Pastor Webber for log-on information)
Newsletter Editor: Pastor David Jay Webber

_____________________________________________________________________________________

From the Pastor’s Desk
On June 5 we and all of western Christendom will observe Pentecost Sunday, which marks the day
when a special outpouring of the Holy Spirit inaugurated the ministry and mission of the Christian church
after Christ’s ascension. Since the early twentieth century, with the emergence of the “Pentecostal”
movement, Christians have been thinking, debating, and arguing about the person and work of the Holy
Spirit more than in earlier times. Yet already in the Nicene Creed, from the fourth century, some
important things concerning the Holy Spirit have been emphasized in the church’s teaching.
Each of us, when we confess our faith in the words of this creed, state: “I believe in the Holy
Spirit.” The existence of the Holy Spirit is not accessible to our physical senses but is a matter of faith,
since he is a spiritual, and not a physical, being. But we know that he is real, due largely to the noticeable
consequences of his activity. He causes the means of
grace to be powerful and effective. He regenerates
us, bestows the gift of faith upon us, assures us of
the forgiveness of our sins, and confirms within us
the confidence that God’s Word in Scripture –
which he inspired – is true. He does all these divine
works because he is himself God, together with the
Father and the Son, whose Spirit he is.
And that’s why we also confess that he is the
Lord, and giver of life. This doesn’t mean that the
Holy Spirit is the Lord of life and the giver of life. It
means that he is the Lord, which is who he is; and
that he is the life-giver, which is fundamentally
what he does. St. Paul writes in his Second Epistle to the Corinthians: “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom” (3:17, ESV). In the Jewish context of the New
Testament, “Lord” is often a replacement word for the sacred testamental name of God: Jehovah or
Yahweh. So, too, in the context of the wording of the creed, we are indeed confessing – according to the
mystery of the Holy Trinity – that the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Jehovah, and is himself also Jehovah. He
eternally “proceeds from the Father and the Son” and shares fully in the divine substance of the Father
and the Son.
And the Holy Spirit gives life. Through the gospel – as he engenders faith in the gospel in the
hearts and minds of those who hear it – he gives spiritual life to those who by nature are spiritually dead.
In St. John’s Gospel, Jesus says: “That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the
Spirit is spirit” (3:6, ESV). And on the last day, the Holy Spirit will reconstitute and energize our decayed
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and disintegrated bodies in the general resurrection. Paul writes in his Epistle to the Romans:
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you,
although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of
him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will
also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. (8:9-11, ESV)
These truths, and all that Scripture teaches concerning the Holy Spirit’s identity and operations, his
ordinary and extraordinary work, will be celebrated on the Day of Pentecost. On this day, and on all days
in all seasons, it will be the Holy Spirit who teaches us these things, who enlightens our mind for better
understanding, and who fortifies our hearts for deeper conviction.
– Pastor Webber

Ladies Guild News
During the Ladies Guild meeting on May 15, the attendees voted unanimously to cancel the meetings
for June and July. So, the next Ladies Guild meeting will be August 21. Although the summer meetings were
cancelled, that won’t mean that the Ladies Guild has disbanded.
We will call emergency meetings if a need arises.
Also receiving unanimous agreement was a proposal to
donate $1,000 to the ELS Ukraine Crisis Fund. The money will
be disbursed from the Ladies Guild savings account and made
payable to Cross-stitch, The Network for ELS Women’s Mission
Societies. Besides supplying food and hygiene items for
Ukrainian refugees and others in need due to the war,
Cross-stitch sponsors the Medical Clinic on Wheels, which
provides medical and dental care.
Finally, please do not forget the needs of the Alpha
Pregnancy Resource Center during the summer months. Kay
Retberg, the Alpha Director, recently issued a memo that emphasizes the critical need for an English as a
Second Language teacher: “Many, many of our clients are Spanish speakers who are homebound mothers.
Many desire to learn English.” Requirements to become a teacher are:
> Be an English speaker
> Be able to spare two hours on Saturday for six weeks
> Be patient and kind
Kay also reports that Alpha has an abundant supply of baby formula that they would be happy to share. Please
refer anyone you know who needs formula during this time of shortage to the Alpha Resource Center.
May God bless you and protect you and your loved ones during the summer,
– Carole Clingan, Redeemer Ladies Guild President

Pastor Webber Holding a Call
Bethany Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Princeton, Minnesota, has issued to Pastor
Webber a divine call to be the
pastor of that congregation.
Of course, he currently serves
Redeemer under the divine
call that was issued to him
from this congregation in
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2005. So, he now has two calls. With the Lord’s help and guidance, and also taking into consideration the
advice and counsel he hopes to receive from pastoral colleagues and from Redeemer members and
friends, he now needs to discern whether he should continue to serve at Redeemer under his current call,
or whether he should accept the new call to Princeton. Please pray for Pastor Webber, and for the
Redeemer and Bethany congregations, as he prayerfully deliberates this call.

Ushers Organized
This article from last month’s Valley Evangel appears again in this issue, because – strange as it may be
– none of those men in the church whom I know are extremely eager to serve as ushers, seem to have seen
it the first time!
The Elders and Pastor have prepared a document that spells out in detail the duties of ushers at
Redeemer. We are now ready to begin recruiting ushers in earnest, and to put in place a more organized
plan for ushering in the congregation. We will need a head usher, who is not himself required to serve as
an usher each week, but who would have the responsibility of maintaining an ushering
schedule, and in general of overseeing the ushering program. And we will need
volunteers who are willing to serve as ushers for Redeemer’s services. The more
participants we have, the less often each one will need to take a turn! At present we are
recruiting only men for this duty, but male non-members who worship regularly at
Redeemer during the winter season are welcome to participate if they wish.
A well-organized ushering program contributes toward a well-organized
service, and helps to meet the various needs of worshipers. This is especially the case
with visitors, whom we want to welcome warmly, and whose questions we want to be
able to answer. If you are interested in joining the honored ranks of Redeemer’s ushers, please speak with
the Pastor. If you are not yet interested, the Pastor will probably speak with you, to try to get you
interested! Ushering for your church is a good way to pitch in and do your part in helping to keep things
running smoothly. There is something for everyone to do in the congregation. Maybe ushering is
something you can do! “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of
service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers
them all in everyone” (1 Corinthian 12:4-6, ESV).

IN THE DIVINE SERVICE ON JUNE 12.
BE THERE OR BE SQUARE!
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About Redeemer Lutheran Church
Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the
Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to
administer the Holy Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach
out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

We’re on the Internet:
redeemerscottsdale.org | facebook.com/redeemerscottsdale | tinyurl.com/YouTubeRedeemer
Video recordings of our services are posted each week
on our YouTube and Facebook pages.

